[Antigenic structure of the polysaccharide capsule of Streptococcus pneumoniae strains isolated in Leningrad 1978-1984].
The serotyping of 826 S. pneumoniae strains, isolated in conditionally diagnostic concentrations from the bronchial contents of patients with acute and chronic inflammatory pulmonary diseases during 1978-1984 in Leningrad, was made. The study revealed the prevalence of serotypes and groups 6, 23, 9, 3, 19, 15 and the undulant character of fluctuations in their annual occurrence. The specific proportion of the prevailing serotypes of S. pneumoniae among the cultures isolated from patients with acute pneumonia and acute bronchitis (6 and 19) was found to differ from that among S. pneumoniae strains isolated from patients with chronic bronchitis; in the latter patients serotypes 3 and 9 occurred more frequently (P less than 0.01).